
From the Executive Corner
A United Front

The California Thoroughbred
Breeders Association (CTBA)
has joined with other state horse-
men’s groups, racing associations
and the racing fairs in the forma-
tion of Horse Racing United
(HRU). HRU provides a coali-
tion in which the state’s racing
interests speak with one unified
voice as it pertains to internet
gaming legislation.

Currently, racing in California
has the exclusive legal right to
conduct internet wagering
(Advanced Deposit Wagering)
within the state. Therefore, any
new legislation that removes rac-
ing’s exclusive rights could
severely encroach and harm our
multi-billion dollar agribusiness. 

Senate Bill 1463, which was
recently introduced by Senators
Steinberg and Wright, allows for
the legislation of internet poker in
California. While this legislation
does include the potential for rac-
ing interest participation through
obtaining a license to offer poker,
the bill also provides for an unlim-
ited number of participants while
removing racing’s current exclu-
sivity with internet wagering.

Horse racing interests are
not opposed to the prospects of
internet gaming, if acceptable
legislation were reintroduced.
However, in its current form,
we believe the bill could be
extremely detrimental.

To the right, we have included
a letter of “oppose unless amended”
that was recently sent on behalf
of the CTBA, Thoroughbred
Owners of California (TOC)
and California Authority of Rac-
ing Fairs (CARF) to the authors
of SB 1463. We will keep the
membership posted as to the sta-
tus of this bill as it moves
through the legislative process.
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