





and carned $81,605. Rare Lady dropped another
cole by Craravich in 1984, Teddy Bear Hug won
tour of 17 starts and $86,900 betore he was
exported to Mexico in 1991.

Bred next to Triple Crown champion
Attirmed, Rare Lady produced her second stakes
winner, Floral Magic, in 1985. The dark bay filly
captured the 1989 Los Altos Handicap at Bay
Meadows tor Golden Eagle Farm and placed in
tour other added money events, including the
erade 1l Santa Yne: Stakes, tor earnings of
$144,990. The Mabees sold Floral Magic to
Japan in 1991, wherte she is the dam of stakes-
winning and classic-placed Narita Top Road, an
carner of $1,164,392.

Rare Lady was bred to the Kentucky stallion
Hero’s Honor in 1985 and came home to
Califomia to drop that toal at Guolden Eagle
Farm. It is here where she would wind down her
career as a broodmare. Rare Hero, her first
Calitomia-foaled offspring, won four races and
eamed $18,890. Her next, the 1987 gelding
Devine Force, by Golden Eagle stallion
Habitony, won six races from 28 starts for career
eamnings of $82.054. Included in his career total
is a victory in the Flying Lark Memorial Stakes at
Girant's Pass in Oregon.

None of Rare Lady’s next three California
foals were successful at the races. In 1992, she
produced the hard-knocking Habitony gelding
Glittering Event, who won seven races from 40
starts and earned $153,826.

The mare was then bred to General Meeting
in 1992 and 1993, producing two colts who died
as yearlings. She finally struck gold in a third
mating with that Seattle Slew stallion, foaling a
striking bay General Meeting filly at Golden
Eagle Farm on April 4, 1995. Magical Allure is
that filly’s name, and she became the first daugh-
ter of a California Broodmare of the Year to be
voted the Valkyr Trophy in the same year since
Melrose Nugget and Melair accomplished that
teat back in 1986.

Magical Allure was sent to trainer Bob
Baffert, and unleashed just once at two to win a
six-furlong maiden race at Santa Anita on Oct.
3, 1997. A stress fracture in her right hind leg
was detected soon after this race, and she was put
away for some healing time at the Ramona farm.
She returned to the track to launch her racing
career in earnest the following summer.
Beginning with a six-length victory in a 6 1/2-
furlong allowance test at Hollywood Park last
June 25, Rare Lady’s daughter went on a tear and

Continued on next page
August 1999

e

.!" B
mare and fos

in her b




BROODMARE/VALKYR Continued

captured four consecutive stakes events which
included an 8 1/2-length romp in the restricted
Torrey Pines Stakes at Del Mar and an impressive
victory over older distaffers in the grade I Lady’s
Secret Breeders’ Cup Handicap at Santa Anita.

Victory in the Lady’s Secret extended Magical
Allure’s unbeaten record to six straight wins.
While there was talk about sending the filly to
Churchill Downs for the Breeders’ Cup last
November, her connections were not keen on
sending a three-year-old out against the likes of
Sharp Cat and Escena at this point in her career.
So Magical Allure stayed home and became the
marquee attraction for California Cup IX.

The Golden Eagle filly was entered in the 1
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1/16-mile Matron, but neither the Mabees nor
Baffert bargained on the toughness of Belle’s
Flag. Ernest Auerbach’s five-year-old Avenue of
Flags mare had won the Matron as a three-year-
old in 1996 and was back again last year to regain
her title after spending nearly a year on the side-

lines and surviving a freak accident at
Hollywood Park which very nearly ended her
racing career. Magical Allure caught the older
mare at the three-eighths pole, but never got past
her. Belle’s Flag had her head in front when they
hit the wire, denying Magical Allure her seventh
consecutive win.

Beaten, but far from broken, Magical Allure
returned to her own age division for her final
start of 1998. In the grade I La Brea Stakes on
Dec. 27, she led a Cal-bred sweep across the wire

as she held off a fast-closing Gourmet Girl 1

by a half-length. Magical Allure’s accom;
ments on the track last season earned her (I,
vote as California’s outstanding three-year-old
filly of 1998.

Magical Allure has continued to perform well
in 1999, but the winner’s circle has so far eluded
her this season. She recorded two seconds and a
third against the likes of Manistique at Santa
Anita and then picked up another runner-up
effort behind Victory Stripes (Arg) in the
Hawthorne Handicap at Hollywood on April 25.
She has not run since, though, having come up
with a suspensory injury which sent her home to
Golden Eagle Farm.

“We'll evaluate her in about 60 days and
make a decision then,” Mabee said. “We would
love to bring her back to
the races, but she’s too
nice a mare to take
chances with. With her
mom now pensioned, we
just might make Magical
Allure into a broodmare
to keep that family
going.”

With lifetime earn-
ings of $620,480 for
4 seven wins and five plac-
ings in 12 starts, Magical
Allure is firmly estab-
lished as Rare Lady’s
leading money earner.
Her dam produced a full
sister to the Cal-bred
champion inn 1996, but
that foal died as a year-
ling. Rare Lady was bar-
ren in 1997, but dropped
a colt by Half Term last year which will turn out
to be her last foal.

“We retire our mares before most other farms
usually do,” Mabee added. “She was in her mid-
twenties and her reproductive system has taken a
beating. Rare Lady has served us well. Magical
Allure and her other daughters will now carry on
for her.”

Rare Lady is not going to spend her retire-
ment in complete idleness. She has been
assigned to babysit foals who have lost their
mothers.

“Most older mares get very particular and
won't take on foals that aren’t their own,” he
said, “but Rare Lady adopts them quite readily.
We put all our orphaned babies with her. She’s
such a great mom.” 7
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