




,11\,I t-.1nK,l $8 l ,605. Rn!'\:' Lndy drnpp,xl nnother
,\ ,!( lw l :m-:1,1kh in l 984. Teddy Bear Hug won
t,,m "-'t' l 7 st:.u·u- and $ '6,900 before he was
c:-.i'1'l't('\.l ti.) kxkn in 1991.

RreJ next to Triple n)wn. d,ampil,n
AtHrm1c.-,i 1 Rm-e Lady prodlll.:t.'\.i her seC1,m.d stakes
winner, Fkwnl l\lngk, in 1985. The dark bHy filly
captured the l 989 Ll'lS Altns H:mdkap at Bay
� kn1._fo\\'s for Gl)lden Ea,de form and placed in
f1._,ur other nddcd nh.mcy C\'Cnts. indudi1\g the
,1nKle lll Santa Yne: ::;cakes, for earnings of
$ l-H,990. The M:lbces sold Flmnl Magic tu
Japun in l 991, \\'here she is the dam of stakes•
\\'inning and classic-placnl N:,rita Top Road, an
earner l1f $1,164,892.

Rnre Lady was bred tu the Kentucky stallion
l h�f\,\, H01\or in 19 35 and came home tn
� .:1lifomia t1) drop that foal at G1Jlden Eagle
farm. It is here where she would wind down her
cJrecr as a broodmare. Rare Hero, her first

-�lit,.1mia-foaled offupring, \\'On four races and
e<1med $1 ",890. Her ne.'X.t, the 1987 gelding
Devine Force, by Golden Eagle stallion
Habitony, won six races from 28 starts for career
earnings of $8�.054. Included in his career total
is a dctory in the Flying Lark Memorial Stakes at
Grant's Pass in Oregon.

one of Rare Lady's next three California
h,1als were successful at the races. In 1992, she
produced the hard-knocking Habitony gelding
Glinering Event, who won seven races from 40
starts and earned $153,826.

The mare was then bred to General Meeting
m 1992 and 1993, producing two colts who died
as yearlings. She finally struck gold in a third
mating with that Seattle Slew stallion, foaling a
striking bay General Meeting filly at Golden
Eagle Farm on April 4, 1995. Magical Allure is
that filly's name, and she became the first daugh
ter of a California Broodmare of the Year to be
voted the Valkyr Trophy in the same year since
Melrose Nugget and Melair accomplished that
feat back in 1986.

Magical Allure was sent to trainer Bob
Baffert, and unleashed just once at two to win a
six-furlong maiden race at Santa Anita on Oct.
3, 1997. A stress fracture in her right hind leg
was detected soon after this race, and she was put
away for some healing time at the Ramona farm.
She returned to the track to launch her racing
career in earnest the following summer.
Beginning with a six-length victory in a 6 1/2-
furlong allowance test at Hollywood Park last
June 25, Rare Lady's daughter went on a tear and
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A 'Rare Lady' 

Herself 
Corrie Drnke, C,o\den Eagle Farm's brood

mare and fooling manager, has o special place
in Iler heart for Rare Lady.

"l stnrt�d crying when I heard she was
sekctt•d broodmare of the year," Drake
admitttxl. "I am S<) proud of her. It is a well
deserved honor."

Drake has worked at Golden Eagle since
1990, following stints at the San Lui' Rey Vet
Clinic and Helen Woodward Animal Center.

"This is my dream job," said the Mesa
College graduate. "I could never dream of
doina anything else with my life."

N�mbered among her chief responsibili
ties at the farm are foaling mares, supervising
the growth and development of babies and
seeing to it that the horses in her care are
healthy and happy. Jason 'Spud' Hall assists
Drake in the daily chores of providing quali
ty care to one of California's most valuable
broodmare bands.

Although 25-year-old Rare lady is no
longer producing babies, she has one at her
side these days. The orphan colt, by Avenue
of Flags, is never far away from his adoptive
mother.

"She took right to the foal," Drake related.
"It really touches me that she so easily took to
the responsibility of being a mother to a foal
that is not hers. A lot of mares simply can't
handle that situation.

''Rare Lady has a fantastic disposition,"
she added, "and she passes that personality on
too. All of her offspring are easy to get along
with.''

With her producing years behind her, and
a broodmare of the year title in tow, Rare
Lady is free to live out her life under the
watchful and sometimes tearful eye of Drake.

"Each day I look forward to making her
life as good as I can," Drake said, fighting
back tears. "But I feel like that about all of
them. I just love what I do. These mares
mean the world to me."

There is no doubt the matriatchs of the
Golden Eagle broodmare band feel the -.me.

way about Drake.
-Michael Com}>IOn
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