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A
coalition of Californians 
has f led language with 
the attorney general to 
permit the voters to de-

cide whether to allow legal sports 
wagering on tribal lands and at four 
private horse racing tracks in Cali-
fornia, beginning in 2020. T e AG 
issued the title and summary on Jan. 
21, clearing the way for signature 
gathering to qualify for the Novem-
ber 2020 ballot. 

In an unprecedented show of uni-
ty, the proposed initiative is support-
ed by 18 of the state’s most powerful 

and inf uential tribal governments. 
T e tribes are committed to putting 
the question before the voters, and 
they have hired one of the state’s top 
f rms to run the ballot campaign. 
T e measure will also allow tribes to 
operate roulette and dice games.  

Signature requirements are based 
on previous voter turnout, and for 
the 2020 ballot almost one million 
qualif ed signatures will be needed in 
the weeks ahead to allow the mea-
sure to qualify for the ballot. T at 
means well beyond one million are 
necessary in order to assure the re-
quired number of valid signatures 
are collected. 

T e tribal language allows sports 
wagering at brick and mortar casinos 
and racetracks and prohibits wagers 
at card rooms or on the Internet. 
Card rooms have vowed to f ght the 
tribal initiative and support ef orts in 
the California legislature to approve 
a competing measure that would in-

clude card rooms and online wagers. 
T e California T oroughbred 

Breeders Association has worked 
closely with the tribes to assure pro-
tections for consumers, underage 
gamblers, and California jobs, and 
to provide a safer, regulated environ-
ment and benef t the state. Allowing 
sports wagering to come out of the 
shadows will benef t Californians. 
Our ef orts to move sports wagering 
preceded the U.S. Supreme Court 
decision in 2018, and we have 
worked closely with the gaming 
tribes. Lawmakers will have until late 
June to overcome the diverse gaming 
interests, including card rooms and 
major league sports, to qualify for 
the November ballot.

T is is certainly great news for 
California racing and could increase 
purses and increase track attendance. 
We will do all we can to help the 
tribal initiative and monitor all legis-
lative ef orts.
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California attorney 
general clears tribal 
sports betting initiative 
for signatures to meet 
the deadline for the 
November ballot.




